
Esteemed guests, parents, sponsors, staff, students and graduands, I wish to welcome you 
all to the ninth graduation ceremony of Cavendish University Uganda (CUU), and the first 
ever scientific and virtual graduation to be held. The outbreak of the Novel Corona Virus 
which causes Covid-19 led to the shutdown of universities and other education institutions 
almost all over the globe. At CUU, we decided to migrate all our contact students to the 
Cavendish University Learning Platform (CULP) that was already serving the Distance 
Learning students. We therefore seamlessly switched to online study following the 
regulatory guidelines in Uganda. Our professors and instructors kept conducting their 
classes leveraging technology such as Zoom, WebEx and Google Meet. Moreover, we 
maintained all operational and administrative activities including holding virtual meetings of 
Faculty Boards, University Senate and Council following our academic and operations 
calendar. We at CUU have not missed any academic or operations activity. We are not 
missing the graduation! 

The purpose of holding this scientific and virtual graduation is to enable our deserving 
students to obtain their academic papers so that they can secure new jobs, promotions at 
the workplace, job security or pursue further education and make their contribution to the 
world. Therefore, today, CUU will gift to the world a total of 809 graduates who are well 
trained, highly skilled and intellectually grounded to add value in terms of providing 
excellent services and crafting workable solutions to the social and development challenges 
facing humanity today and in the future. 

Last year, our graduation (and annual) theme was: commitment to excellence as a key to 
graduate success. As a university, we lived to the expectations of this theme: we emerged 
the best in the 2019 inter-university debate competitions; subsequently our debate team 
was invited to participate in the East African Legislative Assembly (EALA) debate in Arusha; 
we were voted the best private university (hence Golden Medal Award Winners) by the 
Consumer Choice Awards; we improved from position 17 to position 11 in the University 
Ranking in Uganda conducted by UniRank (see https://www.4icu.org/ug); we were the 
second best university in Uganda in the innovation challenge sponsored by the worldwide 
Institute for Electronic and Electrical Engineers (IEEE), just to mention a few. 

This year, the theme of our graduation (and of the year 2020) is: “Research and Innovation 
as tools to achieve Growth and Development”. Innovation and excellence are some of our 
highly cherished institutional core values. This is what produces new knowledge, which is 
sine qua non for innovation and development. Because of innovation, we are able to hold 
this graduation, which is both scientific and virtual and to virtually access our students, their 
families and all our stakeholders who are viewing us live on various media in real time. 

To our graduands, you have been taught that innovation requires skills in critical thinking, 
digital literacy, data manipulation, statistical methods and communication. You have been 
trained and equipped with these skills and competencies. CUU trusts that you will apply 
them to make a significant contribution to your families and communities because you have 
already demonstrated resilience, hard work and commitment. You have passed through a 
rigorous and intense academic process of training and formation. For this, I congratulate 
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you. Aim higher, trust God, continue to learn and ensure to stay safe from situations that 
can compromise your health. I wish you God’s choicest blessings in all your endeavours. 


