
MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Congratulations to our 2020 graduating class on today’s graduation which is special for me 
because it the first time that a complete cycle of students, including bachelor students, gets to 
complete since I joined Cavendish University Uganda (CUU) just over 3 years ago. These are 
students who joined CUU in January 2017. It is during this period that we have brought to bear 
the various facets of our student-centric teaching and learning model which presented to us a 
few challenges initially, but now also many opportunities. Now is the time to witness their 
readiness for work and entrepreneurship following what I trust was an intense transformation 
period at our university.  

The theme of today’s graduation, “Research and Innovation as tools to achieve Growth and 
Development” is very apt and shows the continuous maturation of CUU in its path to reaching 
the top echelons of the higher education space in Uganda and the region. 

Innovation is one of our university’s values and therefore imprinted in our university’s culture. 
Innovation is no longer a choice. As we have seen this year, with the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic, innovation is a necessity for individuals, families, companies and nations to survive 
and thrive in the future, a future increasingly uncertain. The “new normal” post Covid-19 will 
require everyone to push him/herself to the limits otherwise lifestyles and livelihoods will be 
significantly disrupted by new and uncertain global dynamics imposed on all.  

I would therefore like to recognise our very innovative students who have continued to come 
up with methods and tools that are fundamentally new and original and that seek to offer new 
perspectives in solving important problems faced by our society today. 

For example, CUU students developed a mobile application to monitor the public transport 
system to enable motor vehicle owners and inspectors to determine where vehicles were at 
any given time, their speed and how passengers were being treated for which same innovation 
CUU emerged 02nd best in the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Innovation 
Challenge for Uganda. A popular Pan-African Edutainment TV series airing on NBS TV, 
“Kyaddala”, was produced by Usama Mukwaya, a CUU student. To mention but a few. 

The past year saw CUU make big leaps in corporate development and public engagement, the 
crowning moment of which was when, in November 2019, our university was voted as the Best 
Private University in Uganda in the Consumer Choice Awards. We were able to demonstrate 
that, beyond teaching, learning and research, CUU shapes the public path of progress through 
our well organised University Community Health Day, University Employability Forum and the 



International Public Health conference, all of whose attendance included leaders of corporate, 
government and quasi-government institutions; academicians and industry practitioners alike. 

I would like to recognise the efforts made by our sponsors, regulators, staff and alumni in 
supporting our graduands and to wish our new ambassadors success in your new environments 
by demonstrating that you are Responsible, Educated, Employable and Entrepreneurial citizens 
- REEE! 

 

David Mutabanura, Executive Director 


