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Graduation is such an important milestone for graduands and it signifies the culmination of several years 
of hard work. Today is a celebration of those efforts, and a time for us to thank the members of staff who 
have been absolutely committed to helping the graduands have a memorable learning experience. We 
sincerely thank the parents, guardians and sponsors for the immense support to the graduands, and the 
various stakeholders for their contribution which has enabled us to continue producing market ready 
graduates. Congratulations to the graduands.  We are very proud of you.   

 
The qualifications being received today are a compliment to Cavendish University Uganda (CUU) and 
represent success in our mission to provide an education that transforms students into Responsible, 
Educated, Employable and Entrepreneurial (REEE) citizens. 

In 2016, we launched the Academic Merit Scholarships to provide financial assistance to brilliant, but 
financially disadvantaged students. The awardees were further empowered by the opportunity to provide 
peer tutoring. Teaching peers is an effective way of gaining mastery while at the same time enabling more 
active learning with greater student ownership of the learning process. The first cohort of scholarship 
students is graduating today.  Congratulations to the pioneer CUU Academic Merit Scholars! 

We find ourselves at the brink of the fourth industrial revolution which requires humans to develop 
creative and emotional intelligence as well as perceptual and manipulative thinking, to avoid replacement 
by automated platforms. At CUU,  we embed emotional intelligence into our curriculum and impart 
employability skills to students starting with the course syllabi, active classrooms, flipped learning, 
technology- mediated hours, blended learning and the development of soft skills so highly valued by 
employers through experiential learning (community service, mentoring, study tours, and internships).   

Not surprisingly, the third education revolution is also unfolding and it dictates a move towards 
continuous, lifelong learning in order to meet the needs of today’s economy and the future world of work. 
We are moving from a more protective employee society towards a more challenging entrepreneurial 
society. This means that even when employed, one has to act in an entrepreneurial spirit. The good news 
is that the graduands leave university today well prepared to navigate the ambiguity of the future job 
market, with the best possible education to successfully enter the workforce, and with the intellectual 
skills that make it possible for them to be life-long learners.  

In conclusion, I call each of the graduands to action. Go out from here, proudly with  testamur in hand, with 
confidence, basking in the importance of your achievement. I urge those who have not reached the 
academic pinnacle to consider returning to CUU for their Bachelor and Master degrees. Join the alumni 
association and make significant contribution to your alma mater. Remember, the true value of your 
education lies in how you use it for the greater good. Serve your clients and community with humility, 
passion, and gratitude. Continually hone your craft. Keep learning and adapting to stay relevant. Be not 
afraid of going slowly, only be afraid of standing still.  Resolve to become a T-shaped professional by gaining 
an understanding of systems and the ability to function as an “adaptive innovator”. Do not be afraid to cross 
the boundaries between disciplines. Continue to live by the values of CUU in all that you do – embody 
excellence, embrace innovation, uphold high ethical standards, be responsible, respectful, self- reliant and 
operate with integrity. These values will stand you in good stead long after the technology has changed.  

You can do it and my best wishes are with you. God bless you! 

Dr. Olive Sabiiti, Deputy Vice-Chancellor Academic Affairs 


