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The Guest of Honour (The Rt Honourable Speaker of Parliament of Uganda), other distinguished guests, 
university sponsors, members of the university management and staff, the student body, graduands of 
today and your families, all friends of Cavendish University Uganda, ladies and gentlemen. 

Today we are celebrating the 9th graduation ceremony of Cavendish University Uganda. It is the first 
graduation we are doing virtually because we wanted to balance the need for promoting students’ 
employability with the need to prevent the spread of the Novel Corona Virus.  I congratulate you - the 
graduands – wherever you are watching this from, because you worked very hard and endured the pain 
and sacrifice that goes with rigorous and highly demanding university education. I know that education 
journey is neither short nor smooth. It requires hard work, sustained courage and the constant stress of 
having to sit periodic examinations to prove that you actually mastered the intended learning outcomes. 
I join your professors and instructors who trained you, in applauding your achievement. By the same 
token, I join your parents, sponsors, relatives and friends who must be overjoyed that you have 
successfully completed your studies at Cavendish University Uganda and are graduating today. 

For this 2020 graduation, the university management chose the theme: Research and Innovation as 
Tools for Growth and Development. I approved this theme because I know that workable solutions to 
the global challenges of today and tomorrow cannot simply be by intuition but must be evidence-based. 
I also know that innovation is what will make the difference between today and tomorrow if the future 
is to be better than the present. There is not a single organisation in the world today that isn’t searching 
for innovative ways to improve its productivity, sustainability, efficiency and effectiveness. Your own 
employability and career development is thus dependent on your ability to convert your acquired 
knowledge into better ways of doing business, improving service delivery and scaling big ideas. 

Having spent considerable years at Cavendish University Uganda, you have been exposed to a vast 
demography of people from different countries, cultures, ethnicities, languages and learning 
environments. I urge you to build on this and create powerful and helpful networks that will open doors 
of opportunities for you in different geographical and political settings. Make use of the generic skills in 
Information Technology and digital literacy to maintain and reinforce your contacts, and to exchange 
constructive information among yourselves. 

I do commend your professors and instructors for equipping you with knowledge, skills and 
competencies that will enable you to navigate the world of business and industry and make your own 
contribution. 

As I conclude, I would like to emphasise that success is not automatic. It requires a strategy, hard work, 
sustained focus, continuous learning and discipline. To be innovative, you will have to constantly 
challenge yourself to perform higher by devising better ways of achieving more with less or with nothing 
at all. The qualifications you are earning today are testament to your polished skills and capabilities and, 
therefore, you have no excuse for not succeeding. You should leave here with determination and 
confidence to devise solutions to challenges facing humanity today. You have my blessings and best 
wishes for a great future. Thank you and may God bless you. 

H.E. Benjamin Mkapa 
Former President of the Republic of Tanzania 
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